Since RAFI first circulated its charges, those attacked have been trying to convince everyone from newspaper reporters to their colleagues that the patenting of the cell line was not an egregious act. Jenkins says she finds the spate of distorted publicity truly distressing. "There is a certain hysterical quality to all of this which smacks of a Frankenstein-like fear of molecular biology," sk says. "It shows how poorly scientists have educated the public"-and how easily the Internet can be used to spread that fear.
-Gary Taubes
